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Please give your name, 
who you are representing 
and share a memory of your 
neighborhood when you 
were young.

Committee Introductions



SPEAKER RULES

Teams Chat window

Call POD 832-393-6600

Request to SpeakMute to Listen; 
Unmute to Speak

State Full Name; 
Speak up Clearly

(For dialing in, *6 to mute/unmute)

Wait to be 
Recognized by Chair

Public comments in the end



Committee Role and Responsibility

Engage and Respect

Beyond Boundaries

Compromise and Consensus 

Outside The Box

Walkability, Affordability and Equity

Implementing Actions



Committee Meeting Dates 

Virtual Meeting Dates - 2020

September 22nd

October 20th

November 17th

December 8th



Contacts and Resources

Livable Places
LivablePlaces@houstontx.gov
832.393.6600

Suvidha Bandi
Jennifer Ostlind
Lynn Henson

www.HoustonPlanning.com
www.LetsTalkHouston.org

mailto:LivablePlaces@houstontx.gov
http://www.houstonplanning.com/
http://www.letstalkhouston.org/
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VIDEO







Plan Houston

• Grow responsibly 

• Connect people and 
places

• Foster an affordable 
city

• Communicate clearly 
and with transparency 

Climate Action Plan

• Reduce barriers for using 
multi-modal 
transportation

• Improve 
interconnectedness and 
safety of pedestrian

• Build and retrofit 
complete, transit-oriented 
neighborhoods

Resilient Houston

• Protect and strengthen 
neighborhoods through infill 
development

• Review and amend lot-size and 
coverage-area requirements

• Make streets 100% safe for all 
Houstonians

• Provide transit options for 
affordable neighborhoods

Action Steps



Livable Places 
Action 

Committee

Technical 
Advisory Group

Livable Places 
Action 

Committee

Planning 
Commission

City Council 
Committee

City Council

Workflow



Project Timeline 

Technical Adoption

Community Engagement

Sep Jan May Sep Jan May Sep

2021 20222020

Ordinance Development

Committee Work
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LYNN HENSON
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Consumer

House resident

Multi-unit resident

Commercial owner

Stakeholders

Applicant

Architects

Builders

Developers

Engineers

Surveyors

Realtors

Regulator

City departments

Governmental agencies

Surrounding jurisdictions

Planning Commission

City Council



Videos

Consult Surveys

Collaborate Engagement

Update Social Media

Inform

Activities and Methods
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ARACELY RODRIGUEZ



Immediate Quick Fixes

A clear benefit or need

Eliminate inconsistencies

“Touch-it-once” philosophy

Limited complexity 

Committee leadership support

Technical Amendments Background



Technical Amendments & Discussion

1. Time for Submittal

2. City Planning Letter

3. Street Width in Place

4. Nonresidential (Sec 42-193)

5. Variances for SMLS/SMBL

6. Temporary Access Easement for Utility 
Facilities
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TIME FOR SUBMITTAL



Time for Submittal Challenges

Ordinance language is not consistent with the approved 
Planning Commission meeting dates



Time for Submittal



Submittal Dates

Meetings

Holidays

2020 November

2020 December

Cycles

1 2 3 4 5

Time for Submittal



Submittal Dates

Meetings

Holidays

2020 November

2020 December

Cycles

1 2 3 4 5

Time for Submittal



Time for Submittal

Approach

• Amend the ordinance by referring to the adopted Planning 
Commission meeting dates 

• Reasonable time to perform all administrative procedures

• Flexibility to account for holidays

• Submittal deadlines can be found online





CITY PLANNING LETTER



City Planning Letter Challenges

• Ordinance language does not specify CPL

• CPL provides the same information as the title 
report

• Long-standing policy to accept CPL



Title Report



Date

Description

Owner

Easements

Restrictions

Liens

Signature

City Planning Letter



City Planning Letter

Approach

Amend the ordinance language to allow City Planning Letter 
(CPL) with all appropriate information to be used in place of a 
title report





STREET WIDTH IN PLACE



Ordinance language doesn’t completely match the 1999-1344 
Street Ordinance boundary 

Street Width in Place Challenges



Street Width in Place

Fourth Ward Boundary
Street Width in Place
Excluded Rights-of-way

Ordinance No. 1999-1344

“…including the right-of-way 
of Mason Street but 
excluding the rights-of-way 
of Heiner, West Gray and 
West Dallas Streets, shall 
hereafter be referred as 
“Fourth Ward”…” 



Street Width in Place

Approach

Amend the ordinance language to match the Street Ordinance 
boundary by adding the omitted language
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Next Steps

Form Focus Group

Homework Activities

Expectations for Next Meeting



ROMAN MCALLEN



Form Conservation Districts Focus Group

Begins work in October

Will draft framework for 
Conservation Districts program

Contact Roman McAllen
Roman.McAllen@houstontx.gov
832-393-6600

mailto:Roman.McAllen@houstontx.gov


Homework

www.LetsTalkHouston.org

• Articles

• What would you want to 
ask stakeholders?

• Post a picture

Homework Activities



www.LetsTalkHouston.org/Livable-Places

TEXT @ 833-408-2362

https://www.letstalkhouston.org/livable-places
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Next meeting
October 20th

3-5pm
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Instructions for Public Comments

2 minutes per speaker

Press *6 if connected on phone 

Click on the microphone button

State your full name & spell your last name


